
  

  

Let's meet Green Vale's new teachers! 
  
We were thrilled with the exceptional quality of applicants for all open positions 
and are proud to share a bit about those who have joined Green Vale this year: 
  

 

  

BRITTANY BARKIN 
Upper School Math 

  

Ms. Barkin most recently worked as a teaching assistant at 
Vernon Elementary School in Oyster Bay. She has also 
owned a successful private math tutoring company and 
taught innovative adolescent art programs. A classically 
trained dancer and former performer with Alvin Ailey and 
American Ballet Theater, she has a BS in psychology from 
Stony Brook and a master's in childhood education from LIU 
Post.  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

STEPHANIE BRODER 
3rd Grade 
  

Ms. Broder was a specialized "pod" teacher for a group of 
students in The Hamptons during COVID. She incorporated 
a project-based learning approach to teach math, literacy, 
science, and social studies. Prior to that, she was academic 
dean at a Brooklyn charter school for grades 2-4, overseeing 
the STEM curriculum, faculty, and professional development. 
From 2012-2019, she held roles at Success Academy 
Charter Schools, including first and third grade teacher, 
grade-team leader, and labsite teacher, serving as a model 
for colleagues to observe. She holds a BS in elementary 
education from the University of Delaware. 

 

  



AMBER CARRO 
Pre-Nursery 

  

Mrs. Carro recently moved to Long Island from Austin, Texas 
where she worked for 12 years in Montessori schools as lead 
teacher and as co-owner and administrator.  

 

 

  

  

  

 

SCOTT CARRO 
3rd-5th Grade Crafts 
  

Mr. Carro joins Green Vale having spent nearly a decade 
running children's woodworking programs and camps in 
Austin, Texas. He has also taught extensively in Montessori 
settings and has Early Childhood experience as well. He 
holds a BA in United States history from the University of 
Albany. 

 

 

 

BRIGID DUGAN COFFEY 
K-3rd Grade Art 

  

Mrs. Coffey has spent the last four years teaching art and 4th 
grade homeroom at Marymount School of New York. She 
holds a BA in studio art from the University of Southern 
California, as well as an MFA in Fine Arts. Her goals in the 
classroom include making connections between art projects 
and the broader curriculum, and using art vocabulary and art 
historical references to enrich student understanding. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

LISA DEL PRETE 
4th Grade 

  

Last year, Mrs. Del Prete taught second grade at North 
Shore Hebrew Academy under a hybrid learning model. For 
eight years prior to that, she taught first and second grade at 
Lawrence Woodmere Academy, where she originally got to 
know Upper School math and science teacher Doug Ebert. 
Her earliest teaching years were spent at Friends Academy 
(third, first, Kindergarten, and substitute throughout Lower 
School.) She holds a Master's in Liberal Arts Studies with a 
concentration in Inclusion from Stony Brook University.  

 

  



HEEJUNG EOM 
1st Grade 

  

Most recently, Ms. Eom was a head Kindergarten teacher at 
Geneva School of Manhattan and associate first grade 
teacher at St. Bernard's School in NYC. Trained and 
experienced in both Singapore Math and Teacher's College 
Reading & Writing, she holds a master's from Hunter College 
School of Education. 

 

 

  

  

  

 

NINA FAGIOLA '99 
4th-8th Grade Art 
  

Ms. Fagiola taught middle school visual art in Brooklyn for six 
years before switching gears to build her jewelry business 
and further her career in art education as an adjunct 
professor at LIU Post and as a teaching artist at Creative 
Arts and Music Programs of Williamsburg. An avid traveller 
who has studied art in India, South America, Mozambique 
and beyond, Nina encourages student curiosity and 
exploration through a process-oriented approach to teaching 
and making art. "I am beyond super-excited to teach at 
GVS!" 

 

  

TAKESHA GRAHAM 
2nd Grade 

  

Ms. Graham's experience spans two NYC private schools: 
Bank Street School (3rd grade) and Ethical Culture Fieldston 
(2nd grade). Prior to teaching in independent schools, she 
ran children's programs at the Children's Museum of New 
York and the New York Botanical Garden. She holds a BA in 
American Studies from Barnard College and a MA from Bank 
Street Graduate School of Education. She also has a wealth 
of experience as both a peer and student tutor. 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

KARIENA RICHARDS 
Phys. Ed. 
  

As Director of Coaching at Gold Coast Soccer, Ms. Richards 
has worked extensively with boys and girls ages 4-17, 
including many Green Vale students. She has also coached 
middle school soccer at Portledge School, as well as 
Kindergarten and P.E. at Friends Academy. She is a native 
of Ireland and former member of Hofstra University's Division 



I soccer team. She also played at the international level for 
Ireland. 

 

  

ZAIN SHAH 
Upper School Math & Science 

  

Most recently, Mr. Shah taught math and physics at a charter 
school in the Bronx. He has also taught math and science 
regents-level classes, as well as SAT-prep courses. With a 
BS in biology and a MA in mathematics, he has also held 
positions in medical research, emergency response, and 
healthcare.  

 

 

  

  

  

 

LAURIE MURPHY 
Main Office Receptionist 
  

Please welcome Mrs. Murphy as the new face and voice of 
Green Vale's front office! She will answer and direct all calls 
to the main number, including messages about attendance. 
Prior to Green Vale, she was an administrative assistant for a 
Pre-K through 8th Catholic school in Deer Park. She is also a 
certified athletic trainer.  

 

 

 

CÉLINE COLES 
Nursery Assistant 

  

Ms. Coles has been an assistant in numerous Port 
Washington nursery programs, dance and gymnastics 
programs, and camps. She has experience with dance and 
movement therapy as well as yoga instruction. 

 

 

  

  

 


